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JHC 21st Birthday Celebration 
Opening Doors since 1995
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Case Study Snapshot

It’s our birthday and we don’t want the same old same old celebration.

Can we find a way to blow out our candles that will leave us smiling long after the cake has been eaten?

Case Study Snapshot

The Johannesburg Housing Company (JHC) was formed in response to the need for social housing in the Johannesburg inner city. Through purchasing and refurbishing old buildings, 
they have developed more than 4 000 rental housing units, creating communities and contributing to the growth and regeneration of inner city Jozi.

One of the distinctive aspects of JHC is that they support social development through the inclusion of food gardens, sports fields or community centres in their buildings.

Their 21st birthday presented an opportunity to celebrate this milestone and everything they have acheived, with staff, service providers and tenants.

Introduction

The Client Needed

…a way to celebrate their 21 years that:

- Acknowledged and thanked the team for all their hard work
- Communicated the positive achievements of the past 21 years
- Celebrated in the spirit of JHC
- Created media awareness
- Could drive support and sponsorship of specific projects
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Because we wanted to celebrate what JHC do and the people they do it for we chose to hold the event in Sylvadale Lane – the narrow land behind Sylavdale Mansion -  one of their 
oldest buildings. 

And we asked everyone to dig in. 

Literally.

The focus of the event was transforming the lane into an urban food garden garden for the tenants of Sylvadale Mansions – a garden that will continue to provide for the tenants long 
after the candles have been blown out. 

Recycled wooden pallets were transformed into planters, which were filled and planted with donated vegetable seedlings by the guests at the party. Once complete, the planters were 
wall mounted, to be maintained by tenants who can then consume or sell the fresh produce.

Implementation 1/2



pg. 4



pg. 5



pg. 6

We also created illustrations of some of their most iconic buildings and used these in invitations, reminders and communication elements.

These also appeared in a gift book that captured the remarkable stories of JHC’s history, buildings, staff and tenants.

Implementation 2/2
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